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Methodology
The Washington Post/Kaiser Family Foundation Survey Project is a partnership combining survey research and reporting to better inform the public. The Survey of Iraq and Afghanistan Active Duty Soldiers and Veterans, the 27 th in this series, was conducted by telephone August 1 -December 15, 2013, among a representative random national sample of 819 adults who served in the Iraq or Afghanistan wars as members of the U.S. military in the period after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 (including 231 who are currently on active duty).
Sampling, data collection, weighting and tabulation were managed by Social Science Research Solutions (SSRS) in close collaboration with Washington Post and Kaiser Family Foundation researchers.
More than 2 million Americans have fought in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, amounting to roughly 1 percent of the U.S. adult population. In order to efficiently sample this rare group, five different sample sources were used, including: 1) Weekly national omnibus -Nineteen weekly, random sample surveys of the general public were used to identify eligible respondents. After completing the omnibus survey, qualified individuals were then routed to complete the Iraq or Afghanistan soldier survey, yielding 255 interviews. 2) Prescreened sample -Individuals who had previously indicated on a recent national SSRS omnibus survey that they or a household member were eligible were recontacted, yielding 139 interviews. 3) Military bases: Landline phones -A random sample of households within five miles of the 27 largest military bases in the U.S., yielding 175 interviews via landline phone. 4) Military bases: Cell phones -Cell phone billing zip codes were used when available to identify and randomly sample cell phone users living near the these military bases, yielding 134 interviews via cell phone. 5) IAVA member list -A random selection of members of the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America organization (IAVA), yielding 116 interviews. IAVA is a national advocacy group of about 160,000 soldiers who were involved in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Women were oversampled from this list to enable accurate analysis of this important subgroup. IAVA members were emailed advance notice of the survey prior to fielding, however the organization did not participate in the survey design or review the survey instrument in advance of fielding.
Regardless of the sample source, all respondents were screened to verify that they met the criteria of: 1) having ever served in the U.S. military, National Guard or the military reserves at any point since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks; 2) having served in Operation Iraqi Freedom or New Dawn (the war in Iraq), or Operation Enduring Freedom (the war in Afghanistan). The screening questions were as follows:
1. Have you or has anyone in your household ever served in the U. Operation Enduring Freedom, the official name for the war in Afghanistan
Both veterans and active duty military personnel were eligible to participate. 1 Interviews were conducted in English with users of both conventional and cellular phones (note: persons without a telephone could not be included in the random selection process). Respondents were also given the option to answer the survey in Spanish but no one chose to do so.
A multi-stage weighting design was applied to ensure an accurate representation of the population of service members and veterans who served in Iraq and/or Afghanistan (I/A) after September 11, 2001. The weighting process involved corrections for sample design, as well as sample weighting to match known demographics of the target population. The base weight accounted for the number of eligible household members for the landline sample and for the fact that omnibus respondents with both a landline and cell phone have a higher probability of selection. To account for the oversample of service members and veterans living around the military bases, the weight adjusts this group to reflect their share of the total I/A soldiers estimated by the omnibus (16 percent of I/A soldiers are estimated to live around these bases). In addition, the IAVA portion of the sample was adjusted to reflect their estimated share of the population (calculated using IAVA and Department of Defense (DoD) data, 7.5 percent of service members and veterans that served in Iraq and Afghanistan are estimated to be members of IAVA). Full information about the survey is available at http://kff.org/other/poll-finding/survey-of-iraq-and-afghanistan-active-dutysoldiers-and-veterans. (Ask if not on permanent disability) How well do you think the skills you (learned/are learning) in the military (translate/will translate) to the civilian job market: (are they/will they be) very useful in the civilian job market, somewhat useful, not too useful, or not at all useful? 12
Thinking now about national affairs: 33. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as president? Do you approve/disapprove strongly or somewhat? 36. Do you support or oppose allowing women in the military to serve in ground units that engage in close combat? Do you feel that way strongly, or somewhat? 
